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Easter Sunday
Thinking about the Readings

1. What experiences in my life has affirmed the power 
of life over death? When have I experienced my 
own Good Friday?

2. When have I encountered the risen Christ?
3. What special memories do I have of family Easters 

in my childhood? What family traditions do I still 
have ?

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

7:30 AM Lewis & Ilah Grefig † 
by their son, Daniel

7:00 AM Susan, sister of Lynn 
Grissinger & family † by 
Michelle & Matt Lairsey

7:00 AM Amanda D. Hunt † by a 
friend

7:00 AM Special Intentions of 
Jean Eriksen by a 
friend

9:30 AM John Marshall & 
John Nebel † by the 
family

8:30 AM Daniel McNerney † by 
the family

8:30 AM Special Intentions of 
Jason Miller by the 
family

8:30 AM Lorenzo Perez, Sr † & 
Boniface Perez † by the 
Perez family

11:30 AM Special Intention for 
Hope Frances Zolfaghari 
by mom & dad

Mass Intentions for the week of April 2nd to April 9th

Today’s good news

Today we commemorate Christ's entry into Jerusalem for the completion of the Paschal Mystery. In the old 
calendar before Vatican II, the Church celebrated Passion Sunday two Sundays before Easter, and then Palm 
Sunday was the beginning of Holy Week. The Church has combined the two to reinforce the solemnity of Holy 
Week. 

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, 
"Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass's colt (Jn 12:13-15)!"

The Palm Sunday procession is formed of Christians who, in the "fullness of faith," make their own the gesture 
of the Jews and endow it with its full significance. Following the Jews' example we proclaim Christ as a 
Victor... Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord. But by our faith we 
know, as they did not, all that His triumph stands for. He is the Messiah, the Son of David and the Son of God. 
He is the sign of contradiction, acclaimed by some and reviled by others. Sent into this world to wrest us from 
sin and the power of Satan, He underwent His Passion, the punishment for our sins, but issues forth triumphant 
from the tomb, the victor over death, making our peace with God and taking us with Him into the kingdom of 
His Father in heaven. 

Readings for Easter Sunday
April 9, 2023

First Reading:  Acts 10: 4a -43
Peter is an eyewitness: the Lord has risen.

Second Reading:  Colossians:  3:1-4
All who are baptized, set your hearts in heaven

Gospel:  John 20:1-9
Three witnesses, Mary, Peter, and John respond to 
the empty tomb.

Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer)  at 8:10am 
(before the 8:30 mass), Mon.-Thu. (unless no school on 
Fri.)
Recitation of the Rosary:   Mon. – Sat.,  9am in the Chapel.
Novena – Our Lady of Perpetual Help Tuesday, after the     
8:30am Mass.
Spanish Adoration & Prayer Group, Thursdays 5:30pm
Holy Hour 9-10 – Thurs. (except holidays) after the 8:30 
Mass, Divine Mercy, Rosary,  Silent Prayer,  Benediction.
Holy Days — Same as Sundays (7:30am, 9:30am &  
11:30am)    Holy Day Vigil — 7:00pm 
Litanies—After the 8:30am Mass

LITURGY OF THE WORD DEVOTIONS

For Reflection:

Who am I? Who am I, before my Lord? 

Who am I, before Jesus who enters 
Jerusalem  amid the enthusiasm of the 
crowd? 

Who am I, before the suffering Jesus?

St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church and School                          April 2, 2023

Three witnesses, Mary, Peter, and John respond to the empty tomb
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Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

7:00 AM No Mass 7:00 AM No Mass 11:AM Blessing of the Baskets 7:30 AM Patricia Phillips † by 
her sister, Maureen

8:30 AM Morning prayer only 8:30 AM Morning prayer only 8:00 PM RCIA Vigil Mass & 
Leopold Blemke † 

9:30 AM Deceased members of 
the Witol & Calvillo 
families by the family

11:30 AM Laura Silva,Sr. & 
Diana Strittmatter by 
Laura Silva & Steven 
Torres

Mass Intentions for the week of April 2nd to April 9th

Stewardship Thought: “Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” shout the crowds in 
today’s Gospel. May we be always ready to share our 
blessings when we are sent in His name! 

Parish Sacrificial Giving (Regular Sunday 
Offering) In gratitude for the gifts we have received 
from God, the parishioners and visitors gave 
$11,954.00 00 for the ministries of St. Teresa.  Thank 
you for your continued support and generosity.  God 
bless. 

STEWARDSHIP SCHOOL NEWS

QUESTION OF THE WEEK?

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

What parishioners are suffering? 
Do they need encouragement 

as they carry their crosses?

Eucharistic Adoration  Holy Thursday   

April 6, 2023

There will be NO Adoration at the usual time. 

There will be Adoration after the 7PM Liturgy in the Parish 
center until 10:30 PM

Three of the holiest days in the Catholic Church.

FOCUS 11 Program

Recently our sixth grade class participated in 
the FOCUS-11 program with sixth graders 
from across the Diocese of Orlando. The 

purpose of the FOCUS-11 program is discipleship and fol-
lowing God. This year’s theme was “Eucharist: Our Source 
and Summit” Presenters and activities throughout the day 
stress the importance of inviting the Lord into every part of 
our lives, not just in times of trouble. This is a wonderful 
day filled with activities to become closer to God.

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. Psalm 32:8

Amazing ! Response to the 
Collection for Salvatorian Priests 

working in the Ukraine

Father Chris wishes to thank all 
those that attended his Mission 
talks but especially for the amazing 
donation so far of $ 8,294.00 to 

assist the Salvatorian Priests working to help the thousands 
of refugees that have fled to Poland. He states that he “is very 
thankful for your heartfelt response. God Bless to all.” 

St Teresa School children  will present “The 
Living Stations” on April 5 at 12:45pm .

The teachers and children make the 
Passion  come alive. They put hours of work into 
the presentation of the death of Christ. 
Don’t miss this opportunity.

Think Ahead  Easter Church Office Closure

The Church Office will be closed on Good Friday and Easter 
Monday. 
Emergency calls are forwarded by the Answering Service
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FAITH FORMATION 

           St. Teresa of Avila 
    Catholic Church and School                            April 2, 2023 

Religious Education (CCD) 
Religious Education Classes (CCD) meet 
this Wednesday in the school at 6:00 
pm.  
 

RCIA 
RCIA will meet this Wednesday in the Church at 5:45 
pm. Easter Vigil rehearsal. 
 

Confirmation 2023 Class (8th Grade) 
Confirmation Prep Session II with Fr. Chris will be held 
this Monday, May 8th, at 6:30pm in the Church. These 
sessions are mandatory for Confirmation candidates and 
sponsors and/or parents. 
 
First Communion Prep Sessions 
Our First Communion Prep session I meeting will be held 
Monday, April 17th at 6:00pm in the Church with Fr. 
Chris. These sessions are mandatory for the children and 
parents. 
 
Adult Bible Study 
Morning Bible Study will meet Monday in Avila Hall at 
9:15 am. 
Evening Bible Study will meet this Tuesday in Avila Hall 
at 6:30pm.  
Any questions contact the Faith Formation Office, (321)
349-5445, or faithformation@stteresa-titusville.org. 
 
2023 Graduates 
St. Teresa Catholic Church will be recognizing our 2023 
High/College Graduates at the 9:30 am Mass with 
Breakfast to follow on May 23rd. Contact the faith for-
mation office to obtain a Graduate Information Form. 
 

St. Teresa Youth Group 
Proposed Calendar of events (6th to 12th Grade) 

(Each Sunday we will help with Donuts unless we have a  
Breakfast Buffet) 

Baptism Preparation Classes 

Baptism Classes must be scheduled 
through the Church office at 321-268-3441. 
The class will be held from 6pm to 7 pm 
on the date you schedule in the Faith For-
mation Room in Avila Hall. 

Our Catholic Appeal Update 
 

Annual gifts to Our Catholic  
Appeal provide essential funding 
to ministries that benefit every Catholic parish, school and 
family in Central Florida.  
Many of you may have already received your pledge card in 
the mail. Please use that card. If you have not received 
your card, envelopes will be available in the back of the 
church. 
 

It is very important that you use the envelope, no 
matter the size of your pledge. The envelope shows the per-
centage of all those in our parish that participate. 
 

Our participation goal this year is :  $108,075.00 
                    Year to date collection:    $ 92,651.00 (86%)  
                     Number of donations:      230 
 

Save a stamp– place the envelope in the basket or you can 
also make your donation on-line on the:   
OurCatholicAppeal.org 

Cor Jesu Food Pantry 
 

Our Food Pantry, Cor Jesu, is in 
need of canned fruit, crackers, Ra-
men noodles, pasta and mac n 
cheese. 
 
Gift cards to food stores are always 
welcome. Please turn them into the Gift Shop. 
 
Thank you for the very charitable response each Sunday 

Bereavement /Grief Support Group 
 

A  Grief, Prayer, Support Group has been organized 
for anyone that has lost a loved one or is interested 
in participating. You do not need to be a member of 
the Parish to participate.  
 

Meetings will be held on Thursdays from 4:30-6:30PM. 
 

All are welcome. For additional information, please contact the 
Parish Office @321-268-3441. 

Choir Practice 
 
The Traditional Choir sings at the 9:30AM Mass.  
Rehearsals are  every Wednesday  at  7PM. 
The Contemporary Choir sings at the  11:30AM 
Mass.  
Rehearsals are Tuesdays at  7PM. 
 If you are interested, please see Ina Smith, Music Director for 
more information.      

Good Friday Special Collection 
 

Thank you for supporting the Pontifical Good Friday Col-

lection, as encouraged by Pope Francis. Through the Good 

Friday Collection, you join with Catholics around the world 

to stand in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land.  
 

When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collec-

tion, you become an instrument of peace in a troubled 

land. 

Date Time Location Event 

Apr 
22nd 

1pm to 
3pm 

River Lanes * Bowling ** 

Apr 
23rd 

8a–1p Parish Center Service: Youth Group 
Breakfast Buffet 

May 
20th 

12pm – 
3pm 

Avila Hall Court-
yard 

Year End Family Cook-
out 

Blue Army Rosary 
 
The St. Teresa Chapter of the Blue Army 
will be hosting a weekly Rosary on Mon-
day nights at 6pm in the Church. All are 
welcome. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Holy Thursday 
 

Except for the resurrection on Easter, Holy 
Thursday is possibly one of the most im-
portant, complex, and profound days of 
celebration in the Catholic Church. Holy 
Thursday celebrates the institution of the 
Eucharist as the true body and blood of 
Jesus Christ and the institution of the sac-
rament of the priesthood. 
 

During the Last Supper, Jesus offers him-
self as the Passover sacrifice, the sacrificial 
lamb, and teaches that every ordained 
priest is to follow the same sacrifice in the 
exact same way. Christ also bids farewell to 
his followers and prophesizes that one of 
them will betray him and hand him over to 
the Roman soldiers. 
 

Around the world, Bishops and priests 
come together at their local Cathedrals on 
Holy Thursday morning to celebrate the 
institution of the priesthood. During 
the Mass, the bishop blesses the Oil of 
Chrism that will be used for Baptism, Con-
firmation, and Anointing of the sick or dy-
ing. 
 

At this Mass, the bishop washes the feet of 
twelve priests to symbolize Christ’s washing 
of his twelve Apostles, our first bishops and 
priests. 
 

Later that night, after sundown – because 
Passover began at sundown-  the Holy 
Thursday Liturgy takes place, marking the 
end of Lent and the beginning of the sacred 
"Triduum,” or three, of Holy Week. These 
days are the three holiest days in the  
Catholic Church. 
 

This Mass stresses the importance Jesus 
puts on the humility of service, and the 
need for cleansing with water, a symbol of 
baptism.  
 

At the conclusion of the Mass, the faithful 
are invited to continue Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament throughout the night, 
just as the disciples were invited to stay up 
with the Lord during His agony in the gar-
den before His betrayal by Judas. 
 

After Holy Thursday, no Mass will be cele-
brated again in the Church until the Easter 
Vigil celebrates and proclaims the Resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
8:30AM  Morning Prayer ONLY 
 
7:00 PM  Holy Thursday Liturgy of     
                    the Last Supper followed by 
                    Adoration till 10:30PM 
                                

Good Friday 
 

Tetelestai  -It is finished’; and he bowed his 
head and handed over his spirit.” 
 

On Good Friday, the entire Church fixes her 
gaze on the Cross at Calvary. Each member of 
the Church tries to understand at what cost 
Christ has won our redemption. In the sol-
emn ceremonies of Good Friday, in the Ado-
ration of the Cross, in the chanting of the 
'Reproaches', in the reading of the Passion, 
and in receiving the pre-consecrated Host, we 
unite ourselves to our Savior, and we contem-
plate our own death to sin in the Death of our 
Lord. 
 

The Church - stripped of its ornaments, the 
altar bare, and with the door of the empty 
tabernacle standing open - is as if in mourn-
ing.  
 

The liturgical observance of this day of 
Christ's suffering, crucifixion and death evi-
dently has been in existence from the earliest 
days of the Church. No Mass is celebrated on 
this day, but the service of Good Friday is 
called the Mass of the Presanctified because 
Communion (in the species of bread) which 
had already been consecrated on Holy Thurs-
day is given to the people. 
 

Traditionally, the organ is silent from Holy 
Thursday until the Alleluia at the Easter Vigil, 
as are all bells or other instruments, the only 
music during this period being unaccompa-
nied chant. 
 

The omission of the prayer of consecration 
deepens our sense of loss because Mass 
throughout the year reminds us of the Lord's 
triumph over death, the source of our joy and 
blessing. The desolate quality of the rites of 
this day reminds us of Christ's humiliation 
and suffering during his Passion.  
 

We can see that the parts of the Good Friday 
service correspond to the divisions of Mass: 
Liturgy of the Word -  

 Reading of the Passion. 

 Intercessory prayers for the Church and 
the entire world, Christian and non-
Christian. 

 Veneration of the Cross 

 Communion, or the  

 'Mass of the Pre-Sanctified.'  
 
 

8:30AM   Morning Prayer ONLY 
 

12Noon    Stations of the Cross 
 

3:00PM    Communion Service 
 

7:00PM     Communion Service 
 

 

Holy Saturday 
 

On Holy Saturday the Church waits at the 
Lord's tomb, meditating on his suffering and 
death. The altar is left bare, and the sacrifice 
of the Mass is not celebrated. Only after the 
solemn vigil during the night, held in antici-
pation of the resurrection, does the Easter 
celebration begin, with a spirit of joy that 
overflows into the following period of fifty 
days.  
 

Holy Saturday is sacred as the day of the 
Lord's rest; it has been called the "Second 
Sabbath" after creation. The day is and 
should be the most calm and quiet day of the 
entire Church year, a day broken by no litur-
gical function. Christ lies in the grave, the 
Church sits near and mourns. After the great 
battle He is resting in peace, but upon Him 
we see the scars of intense suffering...The 
mortal wounds on His Body remain visi-
ble...Jesus' enemies are still furious, at-
tempting to obliterate the very memory of 
the Lord by lies and slander. 
 

Mary and the disciples are grief-stricken, 
while the Church must mournfully admit 
that too many of her children return home 
from Calvary cold and hard of heart.  
 

According to tradition, the entire body of the 
Church is represented in Mary: she is the 
"credentium collectio univer-
sa" (Congregation for Divine Worship, Let-
tera circolare sulla preparazione e celebra-
zione delle feste pasquali, 73). Thus, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, as she waits near the 
Lord's tomb, as she is represented in Chris-
tian tradition, is an icon of the Virgin Church 
keeping vigil at the tomb of her Spouse while 
awaiting the celebration of his resurrection. 
 

There are no liturgies celebrated this day, 
unless the local parish priest blesses the food 
baskets. In Slavic countries there is a bless-
ing of the traditional Easter foods, prepared 
in baskets: eggs, ham, lamb and sausages, 
butter and cheeses, horseradish and salt and 
the Easter breads. The Easter blessings of 
food owe their origin to the fact that these 
particular foods, namely, fleshmeat and milk 
products, including eggs, were forbidden in 
the Middle Ages during the Lenten fast and 
abstinence.  
 
 
8:30AM    Morning Prayer ONLY 
 

11:00AM   Blessing of the Food 
                     Food Baskets 
 

5:00PM      NO Mass 
 

8:00 PM    Easter Vigil 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF45eL54jTAhVK94MKHa1LAmIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodcounselhomes.org%2F2015%2F04%2Fholy-saturday-a-day-of-waiting%2F&psig=AFQjCNGfgCiGKlXTVrd75017yI_8UQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMzpvU5ojTAhVMzIMKHeD3BtQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcalendarcraze.com%2Fgood-friday-meaning-of-good-friday%2F&psig=AFQjCNH67nFP52_ieB7sxZVTtRoQq4C32g&ust=149132
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDlo785YjTAhUG6oMKHcXwDakQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jesuschristsavior.net%2FSupper.html&psig=AFQjCNGXQhAjLLfV2RzQyeXXVe_1AuVFLg&ust=1491326393687689


Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Philippians 2:6-11 

Extreme Life

On Palm Sunday we experience the greatness and the poverty of the human spirit. 
As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds acclaimed him as the Son of David. But as 
he stood trial before Pilate, the same crowds called for his crucifixion.

On Palm Sunday, near the end of Lent, we have come in touch with the greatness 
and poverty of our own lives. Throughout this season we have reflected on our sin, 
but we have also experienced God’s grace in communion, community, and Scrip-
ture.

On Palm Sunday, we also hear about the greatness and poverty of Jesus. Jesus was 
in the form of God, but he took on human form. He had all greatness as God, but he 
did not cling to it.

St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians says, “Rather, he emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave.” Jesus humbled himself to become like us and to experience what 
we experience—even death. “Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name which is above every name.”

Sometimes in a single day we experience unfettered joy and inconsolable grief. A 
child is born, but someone dies. We receive mercy from a stranger, but we fail to 
love our neighbor. The extremes of human life are vast. But Christ came to us em-
bracing both extremes and all that is in the middle. All, all of human life he re-
deems and makes his own.

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2010, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-
7782, www.rpinet.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lec-
tionary Bulletin Inserts, Year A: First and Second Readings.
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Blessing of Easter Food Baskets "Swieconka"

Saturday   April 8th 11AM

Meanings of Traditional Contents

Butter- This reminds us of the good will of Christ that 
we should have towards all things. The butter is usually 
formed as a lamb.

Easter Bread - A round or long loaf topped with a 
cross or a fish, symbolic of Jesus, who is the  Bread of 
Life.

Eggs - Indicates new life and Christ's Resurrection 
from the tomb.

Ham - Symbolic of great joy and abundance. Some pre-
fer lamb or veal. Also Kielbasa-A sausage product, sym-
bolic of God's favor and generosity.

Salt - A necessary element in our physical life. Symbolic 
of prosperity and justice and to remind us that people 
are the flavor of the earth.

Candle - Represents 
Christ as the Light of 
the World.

Palm Sunday

In the accounts of the four canonical 
Gospels, Jesus' triumphal entry into Je-
rusalem takes place about a week before 
his Resurrection.

According to the Gospels, Jesus Christ rode a donkey 
into Jerusalem, and the celebrating people there laid 
down their cloaks and small branches of trees in front 
of him, and sang part of Psalm 118: 25–26 – ... Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless 
you from the house of the Lord ..

The symbolism of the donkey may refer to the Eastern 
tradition that it is an animal of peace, versus the horse, 
which is the animal of war. 

A king would have ridden a horse 
when he was bent on war and 
ridden a donkey to symbolize his 
arrival in peace. Jesus' entry to 
Jerusalem would have thus sym-
bolized his entry as the Prince of 
Peace, not as a war-waging king.
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