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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Thinking about the Readings

1. How do I keep my ears open to obedience?
2. In what ways do I allow God’s glory to be revealed

to me?
3. Who has been like John the Baptist and led me to

faith in Jesus?

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
7:30 AM For the people of the

parish
7:00 AM Cody Fisette † by the

family
7:00 AM Special Intentions for

Charlie Kay
7:00 AM Special Intentions for St

Teresa Ministers to the
Sick by Chris Dayon

9:30 AM Luis J Alfano † on be-
half of beloved friends &
family

8:30 AM Special Intentions for
Charlie Kay by Bob &
Bonnie

8:30 AM Special Intentions for
Margaret Gould & Jean
Eriksen

8:30 AM Special Intentions for
Marg Hatina

11:30 AM Wendy Marie Lussier
†by her parents

Mass Intentions for the week of January 18th to January 25th

Today’s good news

The first reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 and is the second of the "suffering servant" prophecies, found in
Isaiah. These were prophecies uttered during the Babylonian exile to encourage the Jewish exiles to persevere in their trust in Yahweh,
who would soon liberate them from Babylon, and eventually send them the long-expected Messiah, promised to Abraham.

The second reading is from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 1:1-3. The opening verses of this letter have been chosen for
the reading because they show the prophecy, read in the first lesson, as fulfilled among the pagans, as well as emphasizing the purpose
of the Messiah's coming: the sanctification and true enlightenment of all nations.

The Gospel is from St. John 1:29-34. The pages of the Gospel present John the Baptist as a symbolic example of a ‘bridegroom’s friend’,
as Christ’s excellent and exemplary witness. The Baptist’s pre-eminent witness was affirmed in two ways: firstly with regard to the
content of his testimony and secondly with respect to its style.

With regard to John the Baptist’s style, St John’s Gospel (cfr Jn 3:28-29) presents St John the Baptist through the image of the
‘bridegroom’s friend’. He gives witness, yet is not positioned central to the events that are unfolding. His testimony is totally centralised
on Christ. John indicates the presence of the Lord and then steps into the margins. ‘I am not the Christ’ and he goes on to affirm ‘I am
the one who has been sent to go in front of him. 'It is the bridegroom who has the bride; and yet the bridegroom's friend, who stands
there and listens to him, is filled with joy at the bridegroom's voice. This is the joy I feel, and it is complete. He must grow greater, I must
grow less.’ (Jn 3:28-30)

Today’s Gospel offers us an eloquent example to imitate, so that we can also become Christ’s authoritative witnesses. A believer can only
give an authoritative witness if it coexists in perfect harmony with two of the Baptist’s evangelical qualities. Firstly, knowledge of Christ
that is cultivated through prayer, the sacramental and ecclesial life, reading good books and edifying friendships. Secondly, the constant
attributes of a ‘bridegroom’s friend’ who goes in search of the Groom through the virtue of humility because always, in everyone’s life,
Christ must increase and we must decrease!

Readings for 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 18, 2026

First Reading: Isaiah 8:23-9:3
The people who have walked in darkness, have seen a
great light.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13
Let there be no divisions among you

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23
Andrew and Peter abandon their nets to follow the
Lord

Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) at 8:10am
(before the 8:30 mass), Mon.-Thu. (unless no school on Fri.)
Recitation of the Rosary: Mon. – Sat., 9am in the Chapel.
Novena – Our Lady of Perpetual Help Tuesday, after the
8:30am Mass.
Spanish Adoration & Prayer Group, Thursdays 6:00pm
Holy Hour 9-10 – Thurs. (except holidays) after the 8:30 Mass,
Divine Mercy, Rosary, Silent Prayer, Benediction.
Holy Days — Same as Sundays (7:30am, 9:30am & 11:30am)
Holy Day Vigil — 7:00pm
Fatima Sundays—Every 3rd Sunday of the Month from May
through October, 3-4:30pm.
Litanies—After the 8:30am Mass

LITURGY OF THE WORD DEVOTIONS

For Reflection:
Each week we lift our voices
over these gifts,. As this new
year unfolds, let us renew
our commitment to bring
what we receive here to our
hungry world.

St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church and School January 18, 2026

Behold, the Lamb of God!
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Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
7:00 AM Special Intentions for

Father Chris
7:00 AM Special Intentions for

St Teresa Volunteers
8:30 AM Bobbie Keith † by her

daughter, Debbie Hacki-
mer

7:30 AM Special Intentions for
Mark & Terry Puckett

8:30 AM Mickey Tutolo † by
Edwina Tutolo

8:30 AM Deacon Donald Boland
† by Gloria Kenkel

5:00 PM Sylvester Loux † by the
Lewandowski family

9:30 AM Maria Barriga † by
the family

11:30 AM Kathleen & Irving
Bourgeois † by Gloria
Kenkel

Mass Intentions for the week of January 18th to January 25th

Stewardship Thought: The watchword today is
“immediately.” Peter and Andrew, James and John all
respond immediately to the call of Christ. May I be as
open to God’s call and as ready to use my talents in His
service as those first disciples were!

Parish Sacrificial Giving (Regular Sunday Offering)
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God, the
parishioners and visitor gave $13,519.00 for the
ministries of St. Teresa. Second collection for
Seminarians amounted to $2,784.00. Thank you for your
continued support and generosity. God bless.

STEWARDSHIP SCHOOL NEWS

QUESTION OF THE WEEK?

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Who is presently preparing for Baptism in the parish?
How does the community welcome its newly baptized

members?

Catholic Schools Week

Eucharistic Adoration
We will have an all day Eucharistic Adoration January
22nd from 9am to 6:30pm in the Chapel.

There will be the Spanish Holy Hour and Exposition
from 5:30-6:30pm.

If anyone would like to sign up for an hour, please call
Cheryl Kassack at: 321-383-1312 (H) 321-795-1456 (c)

The month of January is dedicated to the
Holy Name of Jesus

which is celebrated on January 3. The first ten days of Jan-
uary fall during the liturgical season known
as Christmas which is represented by the liturgical color
white the color of light, a symbol of joy, purity and inno-
cence (absolute or restored).

The remaining days of January are the beginning
of Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical
color green. This symbol of hope is the color of the sprout-
ing seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the
eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious
resurrection. It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordi-
nary Time.

Thank you from the family of Deacon Boland

“In loving memory for Deacon Donald Boland,
the Boland family offers their heartfelt thanks
to all who shared their prayers, kindness. and
support during this time of loss.

They are deeply grateful for the flowers sent and for memo-
rial donations made to St. Teresa School or St. Francis Hos-
pice.”

Open House will be
held on January 27
during Catholic
Schools Week
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FAITH FORMATION

St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church and School January 18, 2026

Religious Education (CCD)
Religious Education Classes (CCD) this
Wednesday in the school at 6:15 pm.

First Holy Communion Prep Classes
Prep Session for 3rd Grade Students (School and Religious Ed.)
will be Wednesday, January 21st from 6:15pm to 7:30pm in
Avila Hall. If you have any questions contact the Faith For-
mation office.

OCIA
Our OCIA meeting is this Sunday, January 18th at 1:30pm in
the Parish Center.

“O”ur Catholic Nugget
A Quote from St. Francis de Sales "Never be in a hurry; do eve-
rything quietly and in a calm spirit. Do not lose your inner peace
for anything whatsoever, even if your whole world seems upset."

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Winter Bible study will begin this week.
Monday, January 19th 9:30am in Avila Hall
Tuesday, January 20th 6:30pm in Avila Hall
Wednesday, January 21st 9:30am in Avila Hall
If you have any questions contact the Faith Formation office at
321-349-5445 (voice or text) or by email at faithfor-
mation@stteresa-titusville.org.

Breakfast Buffet
Join this Sunday January 18th for our Breakfast Buffet after
each Mass in the Parish Center. Omelets made to order, pan-
cakes, as well as Sausage, Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Biscuits and
Gravy! Suggested donation: Adults: $12, Children 5-1 2 $6.
Proceeds will be used to reduce the cost of the Youth Travelers
on our Italy Youth Pilgrimage 2026.

Italy Pilgrimage 2026, Fund Raisers
For information please contact the Faith Formation office at 321
-349-5445 (voice or text) or by email at faithformation@stteresa
-titusville.org

Bereavement /Grief Support Group
A Grief, Prayer, Support Group has been orga-
nized for anyone that has lost a loved one or is
interested in participating.
You do not need to be a member of the Parish to
participate.
Meetings will be held on Thursdays from 4:30-6:3PM.

All are welcome. For additional information, please contact the
Parish Office @321-268-3441

Blue Army Rosary
Blue Army Rosary and Chaplets
The St. Teresa Chapter of the Blue Army is hosting,
in the Chapel, a weekly:
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy on Monday nights at
6pm

There will be a Pot Luck dinner 0n 02/09/26

Choir Rehearsal
Contemporary choir rehearses every
Tuesday at 7pm in the church.

Traditional choir rehearses every
Wednesday at 7pm in the church

Food Pantry Cor Jesu
Food Pantry is in need of crackers, pork&beans
and canned fruit

If you chose to send a check please make out to Cor Jesu.
Grocery store gift cards are always welcome for perishables.
They can be placed in the box outside the gift shop.
Thank you for your weekly generosity.

Moms of Tiny Saints

A Catholic ministry where moms can
find community in the messiness
and joy of raising tiny saints. Join us at one of
our upcoming events.

Contact Kasey at (321) 289-6399 for any questions.

Date Time Location Event

Jan. 22 7PM OhVino Just-for-Moms Night

Jan. 31 2:30
PM

Text Kasey for
address

Family Rosary Potluck
& Winter Olympic
Games

Feb. 10 10AM Taylor Park at
Cocoa Village

Playground Meet Up

Fund Raiser Dates
50/50 Raffles Monthly, ticket sale after each Mass,

Drawing at the end of each month.

Breakfast Buffet Monthly, see announcements and Bulle-
tin for dates.

Restaurant Spirit
Nights

Culvers 5:00pm – 8:00pm ; February 2nd,
April 20th , June 1st

Tacos January 24th Parish Center

Italian Dinner
Night

February 21,2026

Baptism

To schedule a Baptism or a Preparation Class contact the
Faith Formation Office 321-349-5445 (voice or text) or by
email at faithformation@stteresa-titusville.org. The Prep-
aration class will be held on the date and time you sched-
ule in the Faith Formation Room in Avila Hall.
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

St Agnes Memorial January 21st
A new kind of martyrdom!” exclaimed St. Ambrose, bishop of Milan. The assembly cheered and applauded. He was
celebrating St. Agnes because she was a virgin, a martyr—and a child. She was executed at Rome in 304 during the
Emperor Diocletian’s vicious persecution. Here are Ambrose’s observations on her death:

St. Agnes is said to have suffered martyrdom at age 12. The cruelty that did not spare so young a child was hateful,
but the power of faith in the child was greater. Was there room for a wound in that small body? The sword could
barely strike her, yet she had the inner strength to strike back. Agnes faced her persecutors fearlessly. When they
attempted to force her to worship at the pagan altars, she stretched out her hands and made the sign of the cross
over the sacrificial fires. She was not fazed by the heavy weight of the chains they wrapped around her. And she
freely offered her body to the executioner’s sword.

The executioner used both threats and allurements to try to change her mind. He encouraged young men to beg her to marry them. But
she answered, “I already have a spouse, and I will not offend him by pretending that another might please me. I will give myself only to
him who first chose me. So, executioner, what are you waiting for? Destroy this body that unwanted eyes desire.”
Agnes stood and prayed. Then she bent down her neck. The executioner trembled as though he himself had been condemned. His right
hand shook and his face grew pale, but the virgin showed no fear at all.

These legends tell that Agnes was a beautiful and soon-to-be-marriageable young woman. Many eager young men pursued her, but she
rebuffed them because she had consecrated her virginity to Christ.

One spurned suitor took revenge by reporting to the authorities that Agnes was a Christian. She was brought before a judge who tried to
persuade her to recant. He threatened her with fire and torture, but she did not flinch. Then he had her stripped at a brothel and urged
young men to seduce her. “You may stain your sword with my blood,” she said, “but you will never profane my body that I have consecrat-
ed to Christ.” All were so stunned by her presence that only one boy tried to touch her. Legend says he was struck blind, and that Agnes
healed him.

Exasperated and egged on by her first accuser, the governor ordered her execution. Agnes was taken to the Stadium of Domitian, where
she courageously faced a nervous soldier who hacked her to death with his sword. Over the centuries the little virgin martyr became one of
the most popular saints in Christian history.
St. Agnes’s death was “a new kind of martyrdom!” She taught us adults the meaning of valor while she was still a child. Agnes hurried to
the place of her execution more joyfully than a bride goes to her wedding. And she was adorned not with plaited hair, but with Christ him-
self.

Win BIG by giving back!
Our Youth Italy Pilgrimage is selling tickets for a chance to win
a fantastic Themed Gift Basket. We have 10+ Baskets we will be
drawing winning tickets for at our Italian Dinner on Saturday
February 21, 2026. Baskets Themes include

As well as several oth-
er baskets, stop by our
table after Mass to see
the complete list.

Tickets will be on sale
after Mass starting
January 10th. One
Ticket for $20 or 3
tickets for $50.

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children.” January 22nd

A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a
prayer which will rise up throughout the
world. Through special initiatives and in dai-
ly prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to
God, the Creator and lover of life, from every
Christian community, from every group and
association, from every family and from the heart of every
believer. - Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no.
100Join thousands as we pray.
Intention May all unborn children be protected in law and wel-
comed in love. Prayers Our Father, 3 Hail Mary’s, Glory Be.
May all unborn children be protected in law and welcomed

in love.

Mass Intentions
Pray for a Loved One Though the Mass

There are several dates available to request a Mas
for a loved one or for a Special Intention.
Call the Office to make sure someone is available
to take your request. 321-268-3441

Dr. Martin Luther King Memorial Day
January 19h

When reviewing the prayers of Dr. Martin Luther
King, what is heard in Dr. King's prayer -- a cry for
strength to carry on the work of peace and justice;
for courage to be nonviolent, come what may; for
blessings on the movements for civil rights, justice
and peace; for healing for the oppressed and the
oppressors; and for the coming of God's reign of peace, love and
nonviolence here and now. May all our prayers for peace with
justice be answered!

“O God, make us willing to do your will, come what may. Increase
the number of persons of good will and moral sensitivity. Give us
renewed confidence in nonviolence and the way of love as taught
by Christ. Amen.”….. Dr. King
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
 
 

Checking the Roadmap 
 

 
If you veer off course, you check the map or get directions. If you want to get to 
your destination, you need to remember where your destination is. It also helps to 
remember why you are going there, in case you get tired along the way. 
 
 
St. Paul wrote letters to the Corinthians in Greece because they were getting off 
course. He reminded them about the basics of the Christian life, and answered a 
few of their specific questions. Paul had spent a year and a half with this communi-
ty on his missionary journeys. He stayed at the home of Aquila and Priscilla, who 
had emigrated there from Rome during the persecution of Claudius. Paul shared 
faith, ethnicity, and occupation with Aquila: They were tentmakers (Acts 18:1-11). 
 
 
Now Paul had moved on, but some problems had surfaced with this community af-
ter he left. Now he sat down with his friend Sosthenes and wrote a letter to the Co-
rinthians. 
 
 
He starts with a brief glimpse at the roadmap. He writes the letter “to you who have 
been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be holy, with all those everywhere who call 
upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” There was bickering within the church at 
Corinth. People complained about everything from liturgy to hair to food. Paul re-
minded them that they are holy and all who believe in Christ are holy. Whenever 
any church community veers off course, it’s good to look back at the map. 
 
 
 
Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2010, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-
7782, www.rpinet.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lec-
tionary Bulletin Inserts, Year A: First and Second Readings. 
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time “Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.”

The Mass readings for the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A inspire us to think about the call to holiness and the need to
declare that Jesus has died for our redemption. In the first reading, we hear one of the “Servant Songs”. The psalm is a pray-
er of both thanksgiving and lament. The second reading evokes the call to holiness. The Gospel recalls the public actions of
John the Baptist to identify Jesus as the Lamb of God. John the Baptist recalls the baptism of Jesus and that he saw the Spir-
it descend upon Jesus.

- Ministry as service
- The call to holiness
- Servant leadership

We continue reading the Servant Songs from Isaiah. These were written during the Babylonian exile and provided hope for a
people who had been ripped away from their homeland. This servant was called from the womb. This call before birth is also
reflected by Jeremiah and by Paul. It points out that we have a bond with God from the time of conception.

John points out that Jesus is the Lamb of God, a sacrifice for our restoration. When we pray the “Lamb of God” at Mass, we
should remember that Jesus willingly gave his life for us so that we could be redeemed. This tremendous act shows that all
human life has dignity in the eyes of God.

Today’s readings pick up where the readings for the feast of the Baptism of Jesus left off.
• Do I value all human life, from womb to tomb?
• Am I aware of how much God loves all people, including the unborn, the homeless, the aged, the

prisoner, the migrant, and all of those who are looked down upon by others?
• What can I do today to affirm the dignity of another person?

"Here am I, Lord, I come to do your will." We acknowledge the presence of God in our lives and we
acknowledge that we are called as a Catholic people to do the will of God.

We cried out with the psalmist,
"To do your will, O my God, is my delight, and your law is within my heart"

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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