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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Thinking about the Readings

1. Have I ever entered “through the narrow door”?
What choices have I made about how I live and
relate to people?

2. How do I imagine the coming reign of God and my
place in it?

3 How would I feel if Jesus said to me, “I do not
Know where you come from”?

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
7:30 AM For the people of the

parish
7:00 AM Gordon, Dillon& Gordon

A.† by Bob & Pat Dillon
7:00 AM Special Intentions for

Susan Payne by Jim &
Kathleen

7:00 AM Charles Milligan † by
the Moreno family

9:30 AM Bernie Hengel † by
his wife, Linda

8:30 AM Charles & Maria Wolcott
† by the Bair family

8:30 AM Special Intentions for
Father Chris

8:30 AM Special Intentions for St
Teresa School teachers,
staff & students

11:30 AM Norman Moutran †
by Phil & Claudette
Ericson

Mass Intentions for the week of August 16th to August 23rd

Today’s good news
The first reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 56:1, 6-7. The theme of the prophet here is the call of the Gentiles to the
service of the true God on the great day which is to come. The temple of that future messianic age will be a "house of prayer" for all
peoples.

The second reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 11:13-15, 29-32. In this reading Paul admits clearly that in the Christian
Church is the fulfillment of all the hopes and promises made to Israel, yet this fulfillment of Judaism is composed of Gentiles as well as
Israelites. Paul here calls himself the apostle to the Gentiles but still prays that the Israelite rejection of Jesus may one day be reversed.

The Gospel is from St. Matthew 15:21-28. There is a lesson, a very necessary one, for all of us in this episode of Christ's public life. It is
the necessity of perseverance in our prayers of petition. Prayer is an essential part of our Christian life, and the essential part of prayer is
that of adoration and thanksgiving, but prayer of petition has a big part in our daily prayers. We have so many spiritual and temporal
needs, needs which we cannot provide by ourselves. Christ himself has told us to ask Him for these needs: "ask and you shall receive."

Do we ask with the fervor and perseverance which prove that we have "great faith"? That faith is the proof which Christ needs before He
grants our requests. The Canaanite woman of whom we have just heard is for us an example of that deep-seated faith and trust in
Christ's power and Christ's goodness. Even though He ignored her she continued to beseech Him, and when He answered with what
seemed a direct refusal, her faith and trust did not waver. She answered His reason for refusal with another statement which showed
that the granting of her petition would not in any way interfere with or impede His primary task, His mission to His father's chosen
people. This was the proof of great faith which He required. He granted her request.

We must imitate and learn from this pagan mother. Her love for her child made her ready to undergo every hardship or suffering for the
restoration to health of her loved one. When we turn to Christ in our needs is our faith in Him as sincere and unwavering as was this
woman's? No doubt it often is, and yet we do not get the desired answer. As Christians we know that our particular request may not
always be for our good, or for the final good of the person for whom we are praying. In that case, the good God will not grant what would
be to our eternal disadvantage. But if our prayer is sincere and persevering, we shall always get an answer, and one which is better than
what we asked for.

Readings for 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026

First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23
God places the key of David’s house on the shoulders
of Eliakim
Second reading: Romans 11:33-36
To God be glory forever
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
Peter is promised the keys to the kingdom of
Heaven.

Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) at 8:10am
(before the 8:30 mass), Mon.-Thu. (unless no school on Fri.)
Recitation of the Rosary: Mon. – Sat., 9am in the Chapel.
Novena – Our Lady of Perpetual Help Tuesday, after the
8:30am Mass.
Spanish Adoration & Prayer Group, Thursdays 6:00pm
Holy Hour 9-10 – Thurs. (except holidays) after the 8:30 Mass,
Divine Mercy, Rosary, Silent Prayer, Benediction.
Holy Days — Same as Sundays (7:30am, 9:30am & 11:30am)
Holy Day Vigil — 7:00pm
Fatima Sundays—Every 3rd Sunday of the Month from May
through October, 3-4:30pm.
Litanies—After the 8:30am Mass

LITURGY OF THE WORD DEVOTIONS

For Reflection:
It is only when we get to heav-
en - and getting to heaven is
our purpose in life - that we
shall see how our prayers, sin-
cere and persevering, were
answered by God.

St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church and School August 16, 2026

The Lord brings foreigners into his house of prayer
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Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
7:00 AM Robert Bielings † by

the family
7:00 AM For those in need of

prayer
8:30 AM Jim Voor † by Bob &

Bonnie
7:30 AM Special Intentions for

Father Mark

8:30 AM Audrey Mayer † by her
friends

8:30 AM Charlie Cubine † by the
family

5:00 PM Lillian Hengel † by
Bernie & Linda

9:30 AM John & Pat Tobin † by
the Tobin family

11:30 AM Michael Caito III † by
Jeanne Caito

Mass Intentions for the week of August 16th to August 23rd

Stewardship Thought: In today’s second reading, St.
Paul encourages us not to grow weary and lose heart, but
to persevere in following Jesus. Our willingness to give
of ourselves, even in the face of conflict and division, is
one way to measure our discipleship.

Parish Sacrificial Giving (Regular Sunday Offering)
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God, the
parishioners and visitors gave $12,390.00 for the
ministries of St. Teresa. Home development amounted
to Human Development amounted to $1,309.00.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.
God bless.

STEWARDSHIP SCHOOL NEWS

QUESTION OF THE WEEK?

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Who feels grief over the distance between God’s
reign and today’s society?

The Sanctuary Lamp is lit this week in memory of Jim Voor by JoanMay

Eucharistic Adoration

We will have an all day Eucharistic Adoration
from 9am to 6:30pm in the Chapel.

There will be the Spanish Holy Hour and Exposition from
5:30-6:30pm.

If anyone would like to sign up for an hour, please call
Cheryl Kassack at: 321-383-1312 (H) 321-795-1456 (c)

Fatima Sunday August

Fatima Sunday will take place on Sunday,
August 16th at 3 PM.

There will be Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, the anointing of the sick, the
singing of the Divine Mercy Chaplet, pray-
ers and other Marian hymn.
Please join us for the individual blessing
with the Blessed Sacrament.
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FAITH FORMATION

St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church and School August 16, 2026

St. Teresa will be holding an in-person regis-
tration for NEW students this Sunday, August
16th, in Avila Hall after the 9:30 Mass,
returning students may register by responding to the email you
received. Reminder First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion
is a two-year program, 2nd & 3rd Grade. Confirmation is also a
two-year program, 7th & 8th Grades. A parent/teacher meeting
will be held on August 26th at 6:15PM in Avila Hall. Stu-
dents begin classes on September 2nd. All classes will be in the
St. Teresa Catholic School from 6:15PM to 7:30PM.
Altar Servers
Altar Servers, a mandatory meeting will be held this Sunday,
August 16, 2026 at 1PM in the Church. Altar Servers and
Parents please plan to attend. We will be doing the schedule for
September through November.
If you are interested in becoming an Altar Server and are in
grade 3 and up, please contact the Faith Formation Office and
attend this meeting with your parent/guardian. Following the
meeting there will be an Altar Servers Training Session for all
new and returning Altar Servers. A second Altar Server Train-
ing session for new Altar Servers will be scheduled at this meet-
ing.
Confirmation 2026
Our upcoming schedule of events:
Prep Session VIII, Wednesday, Aug 19, 2026 @ 6:00 PM
to 7:30 PM Church and Avila Hall Prayer Session and Talk
with Father Chris followed by a short discussion on the Sacra-
ment. This is a mandatory session.
Retreat and Rehearsal - Retreat, Reconciliation, and Rehearsal
will be Saturday, September 26, 2026, 8:30 am – 1:00
pm. This is a mandatory session.
Sacrament of Confirmation Saturday, October 3, 2026, @
5:00 p.m. Mass

“O”ur Catholic Nugget
A Quote from Pope St. John Paul II “Catholic education is above
all a question of communicating Christ, of helping to form
Christ in the lives of others.”
OCIA
If you are interested in learning more about our faith and the
possibility of becoming a Catholic you are invited to attend our
OCIA program meeting on August 30, 2026 at 1:30PM in
Avila Hall. If you would like further information, please contact
the Faith Formation office at 321-349-5445 (voice or text) or by
email at faithformation@stteresa-titusville.org
Adult Bible Study
All classes are full; we are taking names for a waiting
list only.
Monday and Tuesday bible study. This fall/winter we will be
doing the Gospel of Matthew. The program we will be using will
be "Matthew: The King and His Kingdom" from Ascension Press
by Jeff Cavins and Sarah Christmyer. The program will run for
24 weeks so we will be splitting it between the fall session (Sep-
Dec) and the winter session (Jan-Mar).
Wednesday Bible Study will be The House of David. This will
be based on Prime Series season one.
If you would like to be added to our wait list or have any ques-
tions contact the Faith Formation office at 321-349-5445 (voice
or text) or by email at faithformation@stteresa-titusville.org.
The Chosen seasons 1-5 recap. Mary Bair will be hosting a one-
day recap of the of the Five Chosen Bible study programs we
have completed. If you are interested, please contact the Faith
Formation Office to register. The class will be offered for one
day, September 23rd in the Faith Formation Room, class size is
limited.

Bereavement /Grief Support Group
A Grief, Prayer, Support Group has been orga-
nized for anyone that has lost a loved one or is
interested in participating.
You do not need to be a member of the Parish
to participate.
Meetings will be held on Thursdays from 4:30-6:3PM.

All are welcome. For additional information, please contact
the Parish Office @321-268-3441

Blue Army Rosary
Blue Army Rosary and Chaplets
The St. Teresa Chapter of the Blue Army is
hosting, in the Chapel, a weekly:
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy onMonday
nights at 6pm

Choir Rehearsal
Contemporary choir rehearses every
Tuesday at 7pm in the church.

Traditional choir rehearses every
Wednesday at 7pm in the church

Food Pantry Cor Jesu
All food donations are always appreciated.
The Food Pantry is in need of pancake mix,
syrup and apple sauce
If you chose to send a check please make out to Cor Je-
su. Grocery store gift cards are always welcome for per-
ishables. They can be placed in the box outside the gift
shop.

Thank you for your weekly generosity.

Moms of Tiny Saints

A Catholic ministry where
moms can find community in
the messiness and joy of rais-
ing tiny saints. Join us at one of our up-
coming events.

Contact Kasey at (321) 289-6399 for any questions.

Sept.
1

10AM Marina Park Playground Meet
Up

Sept.
24

7PM River Lanes Mom’s Night So-
cial

Oct.
22

7PM Text Kasey for
location

Mom’s Night

Baptism

To schedule a Baptism or a Preparation Class contact the
Faith Formation Office 321-349-5445 (voice or text) or by
email at faithformation@stteresa-titusville.org. The Prepara-
tion class will be held on the date and time you schedule in the
Faith Formation Room in Avila Hall.
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin August 22nd

The faithful, under the guidance of an unerring Catholic instinct, have ever recognized the queenly
dignity of the Mother of "The King of kings and Lord of lords": the Fathers, the Doctors of the Church,
Popes, down through the centuries, have given authoritative expression to this truth and the crowning
testimony to this common belief is to be found clearly expressed in the wonders of art and in the pro-
found teaching of the liturgy.

In their turn theologians have shown the fitting nature of this title of Queen as applied to the Mother
of God, since she was so closely associated with the redemptive work of her Son and is the Mediatrix of
all graces.

Pius XII, by his encyclical letter of October 11, 1954, granted the unanimous desire of the faithful and their pastors and insti-
tuted the feast of the Queenship of Mary, giving sanction thus to a devotion that was already paid by the faithful throughout
the world to the sovereign Mother of heaven and earth.

With the certainty of faith we know that Jesus Christ is king in the full, literal, and absolute sense of the word; for He is true
God and man. This does not, however, prevent Mary from sharing His royal prerogatives, though in a limited and analogous
manner; for she was the Mother of Christ, and Christ is God; and she shared in the work of the divine Redeemer, in His
struggles against enemies and in the triumph He won over them all. From this union with Christ the King she assuredly ob-
tains so eminent a status that she stands high above all created things; and upon this same union with Christ is based that
royal privilege enabling her to distribute the treasures of the kingdom of the divine Redeemer. And lastly, this same union
with Christ is the fountain of the inexhaustible efficacy of her motherly intercession in the presence of the Son and of the
Father.
Without doubt, then, does our holy Virgin possess a dignity that far transcends all other creatures. In the eyes of her Son she
takes precedence over everyone else. In order to help us understand the preeminence that the Mother of God enjoys over all
creation, it would help to remember that from the first moment of her conception the holy Virgin was filled with such a plen-
itude of grace as to surpass the graces enhancing all the saints. Recall what our predecessor Pius IX, of blessed memory,
wrote in his Bull Ineflabilis Deus: "More than all the angels and all the saints has God ineffable freely endowed Mary with
the fullness of the heavenly gifts that abound in the divine treasury; and she, preserving herself ever immaculately clean
from the slightest taint of sin, attained a fullness of innocence and holiness so great as to be unthinkable apart from God
Himself, a fullness that no one other than God will ever possess."

Spurred on by piety and faith, may we glory in being subject to the rule of the Virgin Mother of God; she bears the royal
sceptre in her hand, while her heart is ever aflame with motherlove.

Memorial of Our Lady of Knock August 21st
On August 21, 1879, Margaret Beirne, a resident of
Cnoc Mhuire, was sent by her brother to lock up the
church for the evening. When she was ready to leave,
she noticed a strange brightness hovering over the
church. Margaret had other things on her mind, and
didn't tell anyone what she saw. Around the same time,
another member of the Beirne family, Mary, was leav-
ing from a visit to the church's housekeeper, and stopped with the
housekeeper at the gables, where they could see the church.

Mary replied:
"Oh look at the statues! Why didn't you tell me the priest got new stat-
ues for the chapel?"
The housekeeper responded that she knew nothing of the priest getting
new statues. So, they both went for a closer look, and Mary Beirne said:
"But they are not statues, they're moving. It's the Blessed Virgin!"

Thirteen others also came and saw the beautiful woman, clothed in
white garments, wearing a brilliant crown. Her hands were raised as if
in prayer. All knew that it was Mary, the Mother of Jesus, Queen of An-
gels. On the right of Our Lady stood St. Joseph, his head inclined to-
ward her. On her left stood St. John the Evangelist, dressed as a bishop.
To the left of St. John stood an altar which had a lamb and a cross sur-
rounded by angels on it. The vision lasted about two hours. People who
were not at the apparition site reported that they saw a bright light illu-
minating the area where the church was. Many of the sick were healed
upon visiting the church at Knock.
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Twentieth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time��

Romans�11:13-15,�29-32�

Mercy�Beyond�Adversity�

�

God�can�use�adversity�to�bring�blessing.�No�one�wants�adversity.�We�pray�for�bad�
times�to�go�away.�We�envision�a�world�with�less�pain�and�suffering,�and�we�ask�God�
to�accept�this�vision.�

God�does�not�always�answer�those�prayers.�Sometimes�the�adversity�we�seek�to�
avoid�comes�in�spite�of�our�prayer.�The�weather�turns�bad.�Property�is�destroyed.�
Illness�is�not�cured.�Death�comes�to�a�good�friend.�If�adversity�comes�in�spite�of�our�
prayer,�we�may�begin�to�doubt.�We�doubt�the�goodness�of�God,�or�we�doubt�the�skill�
of�our�prayer.�

God�looks�at�things�differently.�Sometimes�adversity�brings�new�hope�and�promise.�
People�rely�less�on�themselves�and�more�on�the�Spirit.�They�accept�illness�and�
death�and�live�with�less�selfishness.�They�realize�what�matters�in�life�and�they�thank�
God�for�the�blessings�that�abound.�

St.�Paul�rehearses�for�the�Romans�how�God�brought�good�out�of�adversity�for�them.�
God�called�everyone�to�salvation,�but�not�everyone�has�accepted.�Paul�tells�the�Gen-
tiles�about�the�Israelites:�“Just�as�you�once�disobeyed�God�but�have�now�received�
mercy�because�of�their�disobedience,�so�they�have�now�disobeyed�in�order�that,�by�
virtue�of�the�mercy�shown�to�you,�they�too�may�now�receive�mercy.”�

When�the�Gentiles�rejected�the�covenant,�God�gave�it�to�the�Israelites.�When�the�
Israelites�rejected�it,�God�offered�it�to�the�Gentiles�in�Christ.�God�still�looks�beyond�
our�adversity�and�offers�mercy.�

�

Written�by�Paul�Turner.�Copyright�©�2010,�Resource�Publications,�Inc.,�888-273-
7782,�www.rpinet.com.�All�rights�reserved.�Reprinted�with�permission�from�Lec-
tionary�Bulletin�Inserts,�Year�A:�First�and�Second�Readings.�

�
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Beatification of Archbishop Fulton Sheen, September 24

The Mass of Beatification of Archbishop Fulton Sheen will
take place on Thursday, September 24, at 2 p.m. at

The Dome at America’s Center in St. Louis, Missouri, mark-
ing a historic moment for the Catholic Church in the United
States and throughout the world.

The Dome will open early for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion, Adoration, and a pre-Beatification program with Cath-
olic speakers and musicians. Tickets available at https://
www.celebratesheen.com/.

Free At-Home Retreats through San Pedro

San Pedro Spiritual Development Center is providing virtual
retreats to facilitate ongoing spiritual growth. Retreats are
an opportunity to draw away from the world for intentional
time of prayer and reflection.

Our At-Home Retreats offer similar content to our in person
retreats by offering an online forum of presentation, discus-
sion, and Q&A.

To see what retreats are available virtually go to https://
www.sanpedrocenter.org/at-home-retreats for free at-home
retreats.

From
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